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The Electricity Rulings Panel 
 
Introduction 
 
The Rulings Panel was established as a body corporate with perpetual succession by 
regulation 160 of the Electricity Governance Regulations 2003, and maintained by section 23 
of the Electricity Industry Act 2010. 
 
Functions of the Rulings Panel 
  
(1) To assist in the enforcement of the Code by: 

a) hearing and determining complaints about breaches or possible breaches of the Code; 
b) hearing and determining appeals from certain decisions made under the Code; 
c) considering and resolving certain disputes between participants relating to the Code; 
d) making appropriate remedial and other orders. 

 
(2) To review any suspension of trading by the Authority under section 49. 
 
(3) To make recommendations on possible amendments to the regulations or the Code 
 
(4) To exercise any other functions conferred on it under the Act or the regulations. 
 
 
Powers of the Rulings Panel 
 
Hearings by the Rulings Panel must be a public hearing, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Rulings Panel.  
 
The Rulings Panel has the power to issue a public or a private warning or a reprimand to a 
participant.  
 
It may penalise the System Operator up to $200,000 in respect of any one event or series of 
closely related events arising from the same cause or circumstance, or up to $2 million in 
respect of all events occurring in any financial year. The liability of other industry 
participants is limited to $200,000 in respect of any one event or series of closely related 
events arising from the same cause or circumstance. The liability of Transpower (as a grid 
owner) and other asset owners are limited to $2 million in respect of any one event or series 
of closely related events arising from the same cause or circumstance or $6 million in respect 
of all events occurring in any financial year.  
 
The Rulings Panel may order the payment of costs arising from Investigations and hearings 
 
Decisions of the Rulings Panel are published on the Electricity Authority website.  
 
Breach of an order of the Rulings Panel is an offence, with a fine payable on summary 
conviction of $20,000. Appeals from the Rulings Panel are to the High Court. 
 
 
  



 3 

Membership of the Rulings Panel 
 
Members are appointed by the Governor-General in accordance with a recommendation from 
the Minister of Energy and Resources after consultation with the Minister of Justice and the 
Electricity Authority. The chair must be a barrister or solicitor of the High Court of more than 
7 years standing. There can be up to 5 members. 
 
 
Current Membership 
 
The current members of the Rulings Panel are: 
• Peter Dengate Thrush (Chair) 
• Geraldine Baumann (Deputy Chair) 
• Nicola Wills 
• Susan Roberts 
• John O'Sullivan 

 
 
Background to Current Members 
 
Peter Dengate Thrush 
 
Peter Dengate Thrush is a barrister sole, specialising in intellectual and industrial 
property, information technology, the internet and competition issues. He is a member 
of the Copyright Tribunal, and a registered patent attorney in New Zealand and 
Australia. He was for 4 years until June 2011 the Chairman of the Board of Internet 
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) and for 3 years until 2017 an 
appointee of the UN Secretary General to the Multistakeholder Advisory Group on 
Internet Governance. He has been a member of the Rulings Panel since March 2008 
and was Deputy Chair between July 2008 and August 2011. 
 
 
Geraldine Baumann 
  
Geraldine Baumann has 30 years experience in the electricity sector. She was General 
Counsel at the Electricity Corporation of NZ from 1987 to 1999 and then CEO of ECNZ - 
Residual for a year. Since that time she has been on the Board of EECA (from 2001 to 2007, 
including a period as Deputy Chair), the Board of Genesis Energy (2002 to 2008), and a 
member of the Board of Inquiry to consider the National Policy Statement for Renewable 
Energy (2008-2009). 
 
 
Nicola Wills 
 
Nicola Wills is a Wellington lawyer with extensive experience in commercial dispute 
resolution, as a Tribunal adjudicator and in the electricity sector (including an in-house role 
for Transpower, and advising the Market Surveillance Committee (a predecessor to the 
Rulings Panel).  She has practised at the bar, in private firms and as a lawyer in the public 
service.  
 



 4 

Susan Roberts 
 
Susan Roberts has over 30 years of commercial experience, including 16 years in the energy 
sector carrying out senior-level management and consultancy roles with Contact Energy, 
NGC, Genesis Energy and ECNZ.  She was appointed to the Advisory Panel for the coalition 
Government's Review of Electricity Pricing by the Minister of Energy and Resources in 
2018. 
 
John O'Sullivan 
 
John O'Sullivan has been a member of the Rulings Panel since it was established in 2004. He 
is a strategic business unit leader with broad management skills with a focus on the energy 
sector in a range of environments, both in New Zealand and overseas. This has included 
operational strategy management as General Manager Thermal and General Manager 
Geothermal at Contact Energy, and a focus on geothermal development at Mighty River 
Power. He has provided consulting services in Singapore, India and Australia. His industry 
reform experience meant interfacing with a wide range of organisations and services, both 
technical and scientific. He served as a board member of Transpower from 1991 to 1994, and 
the New Zealand Geothermal Association from 2002 to 2005.  
 
Summary of decisions made in the past 12 months 
 
The Rulings Panel did not issue any decisions during the period 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018.  
 
Summary of performance against Budget 
 
The budgeted expenditure for the Rulings Panel for the year ending 30 June 2018 is contained at 
Annex 1. 
 
Summary of performance against Performance Objectives. 
 
The Performance Objectives of the Rulings Panel for the year ending June 2018 is contained 
at Annex 2.  
 
Commenting on areas of the Code or Regulations where change is 
required 
 
No recommendations were made.  
 
 



 

ANNEX 1 – Budget Performance 
 

 
 



Annex 2 
Electricity Rulings Panel Annual Report 

Performance Objectives 2018 
 

Objective Performance 
measure 

Target 

1. Fair and credible 1.1 The Rulings Panel has procedures to 
support high quality decision-making. 

1.1.1 Rulings Panel procedures are published. 

1.1.2 Rulings Panel procedures are reviewed triennially, unless agreed 
otherwise by the Chairpersons.  

1.1.3 Users are consulted on any proposed amendments to the Rulings 
Panel procedures. 

1.2 Hearings are conducted openly and 
decisions published, unless there is good reason 
not to. 

1.2.1 All hearings conducted in public and decisions published, or 
reasons not to notified and published. 

1.3 The Rulings Panel is perceived to be 
independent and without the potential for bias. 

1.3.1 No issues of lack of independence. 

1.4 The number of successful appeals against 
any decision or order of the Rulings Panel. 

1.4.1 No successful appeals. 

2. Accessible 2.1 Information about the existence of the 
Rulings Panel, its jurisdiction and what is 
involved for users is readily accessible. 

2.1.1 Information about the Rulings Panel is reviewed annually with the 
Authority’s Communications team. 

2.2 Access to the Rulings Panel is as easy as 
possible, without undue administrative burden on 
the user. 

2.2.1 Rulings Panel procedures are reviewed triennially for ease of 
access to the Rulings Panel, unless agreed otherwise by the 
Chairpersons. 

2.3 Costs to the user do not impose any undue 
barrier to access to the Rulings Panel. 

2.3.1 No filing costs. 

3. Administered 
efficiently 

3.1 Innovative and flexible approaches to issues 
are adopted that may not be available to more 
formal Courts. 

3.1.1 Rulings Panel procedures are to be reviewed triennially for 
innovative and flexible approaches, unless agreed otherwise by the 
Chairpersons. 

3.2 The percentage of decisions and orders 
made by the Rulings Panel within the time 
periods set out in the Electricity Industry 
(Enforcement) Regulations 2010. 

3.2.1 65% of decisions to be issued by the Rulings Panel within 40 
working days of receiving final submissions; 95% to be issued within 60 
working days. 

3.3 Rulings Panel Procedures are improved, 
based on experience. 

3.3.1 Rulings Panel to regularly review the outcome of all decisions, 
orders and directions. 

4. Proportionate 4.1 Processes are proportional to the complexity 
and seriousness of the issue. 

4.1.1 Rulings Panel procedures are to be reviewed triennially for 
proportionality, unless agreed otherwise by the Chairpersons. 

5. Accountable 5.1 Rulings Panel meets all its regulatory 
obligations under the Electricity Industry 
(Enforcement) Regulations 2010. 

5.1.1 All regulatory obligations met. 

 


